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The contributions of U.S. military and affiliated civilian per-
sonnel to the advancement of mankind’s understanding, pre-
vention, and treatment of infectious diseases are innumerable.
This supplement of Military Medicine has been produced by
the Armed Forces Infectious Diseases Society (AFIDS) to re-
view and highlight the accomplishments of U.S. Department of
Defense military and civilian researchers in this field of study.
Contributions by U.S. Armed Forces investigators to better the
health of the world are documented in the 11 articles that
follow.

Introduction

U niformed and civilian personnel of the U.S. military ser-
vices have contributed to mankind’s battle against infec-
tious diseases since the formation of the Continental Army in
the 1770s. Efforts to preserve the fighting strength have in-
cluded development of vaccines, therapeutics, vector control
agents, and other preventive strategies. To improve the health
of the military forces, the epidemiologies of many infectious
diseases have been extensively examined to develop means
and strategies of prevention and control. To support these
efforts, basic science research into the structure, genome,
growth, pathogenicity, and virulence of the bacteria, para-
sites, viruses, and occasionally fungi causing human disease
have been examined by military researchers.

Armed Forces Infectious Diseases Society

The Armed Forces Infectious Diseases Society (AFIDS) is a
chapter of the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA).
It is composed of physicians and other health care profession-
als or researchers who are presently or have been previously
affiliated with the U.S. Department of Defense. The Society
and its annual scientific conference emerged in 1995 from the
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TABLE I

CURRENT ARMED FORCES INFECTIOUS DISEASES SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND COUNSELORS

Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary-Treasurer
Board of Councilors

LtCol George W. Christopher, USAF MC
CAPT Glenn A. Schnepf, MC USN
COL Ted J. Cieslak, MC USA

U.S. Air Force Maj Michael A. Forgione, USAF, MC
U.S. Army COL David P. Dooley, MC USA

U.S. Navy CAPT Mark R. Wallace, MC USN
Pediatrics Col Martin G. Ottolini, USAF MC

Annual Tri-Service Infectious Disease Meeting. As both
names imply, AFIDS is composed chiefly of physicians from
the U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, and U.S. Navy with subspe-
cialty training and board certification in infectious diseases.
The Society is and has been represented by officers and coun-
cilors from each of these three services, including both adult
and pediatric infectious disease specialists (Tables I and 2).
Other nonphysician and/or nonmilitary, but Department of
Defense-affiliated, personnel with interests in research and
the treatment of infectious diseases make up a small percent-
age of AFIDS membership. The Society was established to

TABLE II
PAST ARMED FORCES INFECTIOUS DISEASES SOCIETY PRESIDENTS

LTC Duane R. Hospenthal, MC USA 2003-2004
CAPT Norman J. Waecker, Jr., MC USN 2002-2003
Col Matthew J. Dolan, USAF MC 2001-2002
COL Raymond C.Y. Chung, MC USA (Ret.) 2000-2001
CAPT John D. Malone, MC USN (Ret.) 1999-2000
Col David P. Ascher, USAF MC (Ret.) 1998-1999
COL David P. Dooley, MC USA 1997-1998
CAPT Douglas L. Mayers, MC USN (Ret.) 1996-1997
Col George E. Crawford, USAF MC (Ret.) 1995-1996
Col Gregory P. Melcher, USAF MC (Ret.) 1994-1995
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TABLE III

RECIPIENTS OF THE JAY P. SANFORD MEMORIAL AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN MILITARY INFECTIOUS DISEASES*

CAPT Kenneth F. Wagner, MC USN (Ret.) 2004
Col Gregory P. Melcher, USAF MC (Ret.) 2003
COL Gerald W. Fischer, MC USA (Ret.) 2002
CAPT Edward C. Oldfield III, MC USN (Ret.) 2001
Col George E. Crawford, USAF MC (Ret.) 2000
COL James W. Bass, MC USA (Ret.) 1999
CAPT Walter W. Karney, MC USN (Ret.) 1998
COL Edmund C. Tramont, MC USA (Ret.) 1997

@ Awarded for a career achievement in military infectious diseases.

further communication and cooperation among infectious
diseases specialists within the U.S. military and between this
group and the national society, IDSA. Over the brief history of
AFIDS, the Society has honored seven infectious disease cli-
nicians for their careers in military infectious diseases (Table
III), with an award named for one of infectious diseases’ and
the U.S. military’s greats, Jay P. Sanford, MD, the first dean
of the military medical school at the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland. Addi-
tional information about the Society and how to join can be
found online at www.afids.org.

Infectious Disease History of the U.S. Military

The History Project

As a society representing the current U.S. military infec-
tious disease community, and indirectly the past and future
of that community, AFIDS is proud of the heritage that has
been established by our predecessors in the armed forces
research community. The program of the 2004 annual meet-
ing included presentations that were meant to make the mem-
bership aware of the tremendous scope of the infectious dis-
ease contributions of these predecessors. These brief
presentations only scratched the surface of these labors and
were subsequently expanded into the full-length articles
herein. The goal of this supplement is an attempt to record
and present to a greater audience the extensive contributions
of the U.S. military to the field of infectious diseases.

Although it would be nearly impossible to document all of
the contributions made by U.S. military and affiliated civilian
personnel, the following articles highlight major contribu-
tions and areas examined by these researchers and clini-
cians. For those contributions that have been overlooked in
this sea of information, we apologize in advance, but hopefully
the reader will at least appreciate the depth and breadth of
infectious disease contributions of investigators.

Military Medicine, Vol. 170, April Supplement 2005



